
 

 

About The Scheme 

The Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) is a statutory scheme and the benefits are 

guaranteed by law, which means it meets the requirements of the Department for Work & Pensions 

because its benefits are at least as good as their model scheme. The Scheme is also tax approved, in 

other words it meets the requirements of HM Revenue & Customs, so you get tax relief on your 

contributions. 

About GMPF 

Greater Manchester Pension Fund is one of many local authority pension funds up and down the 

country, which follow the rules of the Scheme. In fact it is the largest in the country, and 

membership is enjoyed by people who work for the local authorities in Greater Manchester, as well 

as a wide range of other organisations such as local colleges and Citizens Advice Bureau. It can even 

include private contractors carrying out local authority functions in some cases. 

About Tameside MBC 

Tameside MBC runs GMPF and we deal with every part of its operations, from day to day 

administration to investments.  

In addition to the frequently asked questions below further information can be found at the Greater 

Manchester Pension Fund (GMPF) website  https://www.gmpf.org.uk/default.htm.     

 

1. How can I get an estimate of my pension benefits? 

You can work out your benefits due by visiting the planning your retirement section of the website 

above there are useful links that explains how benefits in each scheme work, you will also receive an 

Annual Pension Statement each year which provides this information and allows you to keep track of 

your personal details and your pension benefits. 

2. I want an up to date estimate my Annual Benefit Statement isn’t current/not to the date I want 

to retire 

Earnings included in pension estimates/benefit statements are always in arrears of current earnings 

and are meant as a guide only.   

You can also request a specific estimate if needed by contacting the GMPF helpdesk on 0161 301 

7000/7001/7002 

3. How do I claim my pension benefits when I want to retire? 

In the first instance please speak to your line manager/HR department who can advise you of your 
own organisational policy.  Both you and your manager need to be clear about what type of 
retirement you ae taking. For example are you going early at your own choice, or is it redundancy? 
Your employer may ask for an informal estimate at this point.  Once you have agreed/decided your 
intended retirement date please contact the ELFS Helpdesk to advise. 

Local Government  Pensions FAQ’s 

https://www.gmpf.org.uk/default.htm


GMPF will calculate a benefit estimate and write to you with details of:  

Your pension, and if applicable, your lump sum as well as other options available to you ie 
AVC options if you have paid these 

Form P71M for completion and return which will ask for information including 

o Your bank details 
o How much tax free lump sum you want 
o birth certificate or passport, as proof of age. 

Please note GMPF will not put your pension into payment until this form is 
returned 

4. I want to opt-out of the Local Government Pension Scheme what do I do? 

Opt out forms can be downloaded from the website - this is in the opting out section.  

 If you are opting out for financial reasons you may prefer the 50/50 option which lets you stay in the 

scheme, but pay in half the amount of contributions.  Further information is available in the Opting 

Out section of the website 

5. Can I have a refund of pension contribution? 

Provided you have less than 2 year’s membership in the scheme you can apply for a refund of 

contributions.   

6. I have another pension can I transfer it into the Local Government Pension Scheme? 

If you have been in a pension before, in many cases you will be able to link that with your new 
benefits in the LGPS. 

Public sector pensions 

If you have been in a public sector pension scheme before such as the Civil Service, the NHS, or the 
Teachers’ Pension Scheme, GMPF will normally accept a transfer from them. 

Precisely how this will work depends on when you left that scheme. 

Local Government Pension Scheme 

If you've been in the LGPS before and you have deferred benefits, there is often the opportunity to 
link these with your new benefits. In many cases this will happen automatically, unless you choose to 
leave them separate. 

The rules on this are complex, and the options available to you depend on how long you had been in 
the scheme, and how long ago you left. 

So if you are joining GMPF and you have been in a public sector scheme before, or the LGPS, it is 
important you fill in the P2 form they send you, so they can let you know your options. 

7. What happens to my pension benefits if I die in service? 

The amount and type of benefits to be paid depends on various things - how long you have been a 
member, whether you have dependents, and whether you... 

 currently pay into the scheme 



 have benefits on hold (deferred benefits) 
 draw a pension from GMPF 

Further information can be found under the section “Your Pension at a Glance” - Key Features – 
Protection for your loved ones. 

8.  How do I make a pension nomination? 

Pension nomination forms can be found on the GMPF along with the ‘Lump Sum Nominations & 

Pensions for Dependents’ factsheet.   Details of how you can nominate your pension can also be 

found on yur annual benefit statememt 


